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Organization Lexington Historical Commission	developed primarily at the turn of the

Date March, 1984 twentieth century.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.)

This is one of several ample Shingle Style houses built on Munroe Hill
in the 1890s. Features include a porch with paired, splayed posts, bay
window with polygonal roof, and dormer windows with diamond panes.

HIST ICAL SIGNIFICAiNCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.)

The house was built by Mrs. George L. Stowell, the wife of a teacher
living on Massachusetts Avenue near Percy Road. The house was assessed in
1897 for $7,500. After 1900 Charles Poor Briggs, a dentist in Boston,
purchased the house. '^( +- M j3" , g(1 i / I . hZIt4C (4-1
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Despite information contained in the 1984 form for this property, it appears that this house was constructed in 1899 for
Dr. Charles P. Briggs, a Boston dentist. A brief mention in the Lexington Minute-Man on February 10, 1899 noted that
two or three houses were to be built in the Mt. Vernon district in the spring including houses for Dr. Chas. P. Briggs and
Charles Garrison (see 23 Eliot Road). (No evidence of a Stowell connection to the house was noted— the information
cited may instead refer to the George Stowell House at 5 Pelham Road.) Dr. Charles and his wife, Gertrude, continued to
live at 27 Eliot Road until at least 1942.
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